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attended to that it is only from thence that we have
any idea of Mind moving Body. Now I am sure we
are conscious, first that our Mind does not move our
Body in the same way that Body moves Body, that is
by impulse. And indeed it is impossible, when we
consider the nature of Mind and Body, that it should;
for Body acts upon Body by its surface; and what we
call impulse is the impression that the surface of the
one Body makes upon the surface of another; which
is the necessary consequence of the resistance and
solidity of Matter. But how is it possible that a substance,
that has neither surface, resistance, nor solidity, can act
in that manner? It is manifest, therefore, that Mind
must move Body in a manner quite different. And it
is in the way that Dr Clarke says gravitation operates,
by acting not upon the surface of the Body only, but
upon even the very inmost particle of it; that is, in
one word, by animating it

Thirdly^ We learn from consciousness not only nega-
tively that mind does not move Body by impulse, but
we know positively that it moves it by constant and
incessant energies, in the same way that Dr Clarke says
that God Almighty, or some inferior Mind, moves the
Celestial Bodies. Now I am very desirous to know,
whether you think it is possible that Sir Isaac's first
law of motion can be applied to the Celestial Bodies,
if we suppose them to be moved immediately by Mind,
and not by bodily impulse*

You admire Dr Clarke, as a metaphysician; and so do
I. I wonder his Authority has no more influence with
you, with respect to the manner in which Mind moves
Body, and with respect to the motion of the Celestial
Bodies in particular; which, he says most expressly, cannot
be accounted for by one original impression or impulse
made upon them, nor otherwise except by the constants great a certainty
